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1.   Town ‘N Country Greenway Extension    ($2,179,295) - CIT) 
 
(CIP #89097)  Project was completed in 2004, except repair of the Webb Road trailhead 
and trail crossing, which was damaged from being used as a staging area for the Webb 
Road bridge construction.  The trailhead was repaired in June 2005. The trail project 
extended the trail one mile - ½ mile west and ½ mile east, connecting the trail to 
Sheldon and George roads.  The trail extension project included two over-water 
bike/pedestrian bridges - one over Rocky Creek and the other over Channel G.  This 
completed trail is being used as a test case for a new 9-1-1 Pilot Addressing Program 
for trails, a project of the County Parks Department in cooperation with the County 
Streets and Addresses Department. 
 
2.   Northdale-Lake Park Trail  ($1,160,000 funded from CIT and Ad 
      Valorem.  A 2-mile neighborhood trail linking to Whirley Road adjacent to Lake 
       Park. 
 
(CIP #89001)  Northdale-Lake Park Trail is a 2-mile bike trail project that will provide 
access to Lake Park for the Northdale community. The BOCC approved this project in 
1998 as a partnership project with the Northdale Civic Association. Land acquisition is 
completed.  Construction drawings have been prepared but final cost estimates are still 
being developed. The project remains in the process of environmental permitting.  The 
SWFWMD permit is being finalized and notice has been sent to pertinent agencies for 
Coastal Zone Management Review. It is anticipated that construction will likely begin by 
the end of 2006, per project manager Judy Baker. 
�

3.     Upper Tampa Bay Trail  ($14,746,520 funded;  $9,175,000 
       unfunded).   A 15-mile, multi-phased, paved trail project from Memorial Hwy to 
        the Suncoast Trail at Lutz-Lake Fern Road. 

 
�  Phase I    ($3,255,097 – ISTEA, CIT, TEA-21) 
 

(CIP #80643)  This three-mile paved trail segment was built on an abandoned 
railroad corridor between Linebaugh Avenue and Erhlich Road.  It was funded with 
federal ISTEA Enhancement funds and designed and constructed by FDOT for 
$600,000.  The project was completed in 1997, except for two gaps in the trail at 
Gunn Highway and Linebaugh Avenue.   

  
The gaps resulted from County road widening projects that delayed construction of 
the trail near Gunn and Linebaugh. The County completed the gaps in 2000, except 
for the installation of bollards, which were added in 2001.   
 
FDOT completed construction of a trail bridge over Gunn Highway in the summer of 
2003. The overpass was paid for with federal TEA-21 Enhancement funds and cost 
$2,277,646 million.   
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As part of a retrofit project funded by CIT II, additional amenities, such as new signs, 
benches, trash receptacles, bike racks and landscaping were installed in 2005. Also, 
a restroom at Wilsky trailhead was built and open in July 2006.  The improvements 
make Phase I consistent with the design elements of Phase II of the Upper Tampa 
Bay Trail.  
 

�  Phase II    ($10,601,487 – CIT, TEA-21, Pollution Recovery Fund, Environmental 
Restoration Fund, FRDAP Grant) 

 
(CIP # 89096)  This trail extension from the Wilsky Trailhead to Memorial Highway, 
along Channel A and Rocky Creek, is now substantially complete, with the 
completion this summer of the two connector trails over Channel A (one near Dry 
Creek Drive and the other near Memorial Highway). The County received a 
$200,000 reimbursement grant from the Florida Recreation Development Assistance 
Program (FRDAP) to assist with the cost of the Dry Creek Drive connector trail. The 
connector trails portion of the project began in October 2003 and was substantially 
completed in July 2006.   
 
Prior to final completion and close out of the entire UYBT Phase II project, several 
small post-construction items will be addressed at Channel Park Trailhead per plans, 
with the funds remaining in the project.  These items will be addressed within the 
next 6 months and include installation of the visitor center’s meeting room double 
doors, rain diverters over the entrance ways for all three Channel Park buildings, 
mini-blinds for visitors center and maintenance building, and several other minor 
items.  
 
The UTBT Phase II project included the paved trail, a major trailhead at Waters 
Avenue, a minor trailhead at Memorial Highway, underpasses of Linebaugh and a 
railroad trestle, a bridge over Rocky Creek, two bike-pedestrian bridges over 
Channel A, and 6 educational signs along the trail.  Additionally, FDOT completed 
construction of an underpass at Water Avenue along Channel A in 2003, using TEA-
21 Enhancement funds. The underpass project cost $1.5 million.  
 
Channel Park Trailhead, the major trailhead at Waters Avenue, includes a parking 
area, picnic areas, a visitor’s center (with restrooms, ranger office and small meeting 
room), a maintenance facility, horse trailer parking, and an environmental restoration 
demonstration project funded by grants from the Environmental Protection 
Commission’s Pollution Recovery Fund and Hillsborough County’s Environmental 
Restoration Fund.  Also, Channel Park Trailhead will be the primary site for 
installation of public art, which will include trail markers and decorative poles.  The 
Old Memorial Highway Trailhead includes parking, a small picnic area, and an 
educational signing marking the historic roadway.  
 
In 2005, the County received a first place award from the National Association of 
County Recreation Officials in the Parks and Recreation Facilities category and an 
Award of Merit from the Planning Commission’s Community Design Award program 
for design of Upper Tampa Bay Trail, Phase II.  
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In May 2004, the County submitted a TEA-21 Enhancement grant application to the 
MPO for a trail underpass at Sheldon Rd.  MPO recommended funding the $2.5 
million project and ranked it 4 out of 12 total submittals for funding beginning in FY 
2009-2010. The application was submitted to FDOT in the fall of 2004 and the 
project was added to the FY 09/10 tentative work program in 2005. Design will take 
approximately 2 years, with construction scheduled for FY 2011-2012. 
 
 

�  Phase III    ($651,000 – CIT) 
 
(CIP # 89096)  This 1.3-mile trail extension from Erhlich Road to Peterson Road Park 
was completed in 2001, except for amenities and signage.  Most of the amenities, 
including benches, trash receptacles, and landscaping were installed in 2004.   Funding 
for signs, which cost $28,000 to fabricate and install, was approved by the BOCC in 
October 2005.    Per Project Manager, Judy Baker, the signs are currently advertised for 
bid with a bid opening date of September 6, 2006 scheduled.  The signs are expected to 
be fabricated and installed by the end of the year. 
 
�  Phase IV    ($13,080,000;  funded – $3,430,000 / CIT,  $100,000 / state legislative 

line item appropriation from CARL Trust Fund) 
 

(CIP# 89002)  This final phase of the Upper Tampa Bay Trail is a 7-mile segment 
from Peterson Road Park to the southern terminus of the 42-mile Suncoast Trail at 
Lutz-Lake Fern Road.  An alignment study was completed in September 2003, and 
the conceptual alignment was approved by the Board of County Commissioners 
October 1, 2003. A detailed environmental study and survey to determine the 
specific alignment was completed in 2004, approved by the ELAPP Committee in 
November 2004, and approved by the BOCC January 19, 2005.  The PD&E is 
completed and has been review by FDOT District 7 to ensure all issues of concern 
to federal agencies are addressed, so that the project will qualify for federal funding 
(TE) for design and construction. The County is funding land acquisition through the 
Community Investment Tax.  Acquisition is underway.  
 
In June 2006, the West Central Florida MPOs Chairs Coordinating Committee 
adopted the regional multi-use paved trails map and priority ranking for 10 regional 
trail projects in the 7-county area.  Upper Tampa Bay Trail Phase IV ranks #1 on this 
list.  The priority list will be used to help determine which project to fund with federal 
enhancement dollars.   
 
Below is a break-down of UTBT Phase IV’s funding status and needs by fiscal year 
based on the PD&E: 

  
      Alignment Study   100,000   FY 02 funded - CARL Trust Fund 
      PD&E/Land Acquisition 600,000   FY 03 funded - CIT 
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      Land Acquisition         2,830,000   FY 04 - funded - CIT  
       Design     550,000   FY 07-08 Applied and determined eligible 
      for local TEA-21 Enh. funds 

  Design/Construction.         10,273,000  FY 09-15 Proposed funding from State 
         SAFE-TEA Enh. funds (BOCC 
         has approved seeking FDOT 
         Dist. 7 sponsorship)                 )  
  TOTAL        $14,353,000   

 
In 2002, the MPO ranked the County’s UTBT Phase IV TEA-21 Enhancement 
application request for design funding first out of 25 applications.  The FDOT has 
determined that the project is eligible for TEA-21 funds but will not determine project 
feasible and include the project in its 5-year work program until right-of-way has 
been acquired. The right-of-way must be acquired prior to receiving any 
Enhancement funds. The County has identified this project as a LAP project, which 
means that the County will oversee design once the project is included in the FDOT 
work program. The PD&E calls for a multi-phased project starting in the north and 
working south.  The segments are presently described (from north to south) as C-1, 
C-2, B, and A, with A tying into the existing trail at Peterson Road Park. 
 

4.  Old Fort King Trail  ($3,487,146 – CIT)   
 
(CIP# 89098)  The 6.5-mile trail project connects John B. Sargaent Park to Hillsborough 
River State Park in the vicinity of U.S. 301. Designed primarily for equestrians and 
hikers, the recreational trail is soft path the entire length, with a 2-mile segment paved 
with asphalt beginning at John B. Sargaent Park for road bikes and inline skaters. Some 
project elements, which were bid as alternates, were deleted due to the project budget 
not being sufficient to cover the cost of those elements. The deleted elements include 
some of the landscaping, some of the shelters, a trailhead on the west side of US 301, 
and an equestrian trail link at Flint Creek. Even with the deletion of these items, the 
lowest bid was 5 percent over the project budget and a budget amendment was 
necessary to accept the construction bid.   
 
The project was completed in 2005.  Then on October 5, 2005, the BOCC approved 
$102,000 of CIT Phase III funds to complete the Flint Creek equestrian link. That final 
work was substantially completed in May 2006. The project is in the final closeout 
phase.   
 
Subsequent to the completion of this project, FDOT added turn lanes and resurfaced 
U.S. Hwy 301 in the vicinity of the trail project.  This resulted in some damage to the trail 
facility, including signage and metal bollards, which the FDOT has committed to 
replace.  FDOT’s work should be completed in the next few months. 
 

 
5.  Channel Park Trailhead Storage Building  ($ $279,000 – CIT)   
 
(CIP #80333) This project was approved by the BOCC August 16, 2006m to design and 
construct a storage building at Channel Park trailhead, that relates to and is consistent 
with the existing buildings and provides additional storage room for equipment and 
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supplies to maintain the Upper Tampa Bay Trail.  The project is funded with Community 
Investment Tax revenue to begin October 2006, with completion expected FY 08. 
 
6.  South Coast Greenway Phase I  ($2,510,000 – CIT)   
 
(CIP #89003) This project is the first segment of a longer envisioned north-south multi-
use paved trail in South County, west of I-75. The entire trail will run from the Little 
Manatee River to McKay Bay, tying into the City of Tampa’s greenway system. On 
August 16, 2006, the BOCC approved funding Phase I of the trail with Community 
Investment Tax revenue, with a project start date of February 2007 and completion date 
June 2011. Phase I will be approximately 2 miles long and will run from College Avenue 
to 19th Ave, west of Wolf Branch in the Ruskin area. Several destination points will be 
located along this segment, including a new community college campus. In addition, 
Waterset developer, Newland Communities, has committed to constructing the next 
phase of the trail (Phase II) from 19th Avenue to just south of Big Bend Road, a distance 
of 5-6 miles. 
 
7.  South Coast Greenway Phase III  ($ 2,258,000 – CIT)   
 
CIP #89004.  This 3-mile paved trail project from Big Bend Road to Symmes Road was 
approved by the BOCC August 16, 2006 and is partially funded with $2,258,000 of 
Community Investment Tax revenue.  It has a start date of FY 08.  The project is short 
$1,312,000 of construction funding in FY 11.  If fully funded in the next biannual budget 
process, the expected completion date is August 2012. 
 
 
G/p/greenways/trailprj/trail proj status 



 


